
February  2010  · News for members & friends of St. Timothy Lutheran Church, Hendersonville, TN 37075 

As we turn our focus this month to the season of Lent, I share with you a portion of Marty Haugenôs 

ñUnfailing Light.ò  This service will be our Wednesday night worship throughout Lent.  It is one of the 

most beautiful services I have encountered.  The post communion canticle (hymn after communion)  

features poetry reminiscent of Johnôs Gospel! 

 

For our community of faith, this sets the tone and timber of Lent.  On Ash Wednesday, we gather to receive 

an ashen cross traced over our baptismal cross.  We are reminded that we are fallible and finite.  As the grit 

of burned palms scratches across our flesh, we hear and feel that our earthly journey will end.  We know to 

our core that we are dust and to dust we shall return. 

 

Yet that baptismal cross was there first.  The covenant God made with us remains in place.  In the midst of 

finitude we touch eternity.  In the midst of brokenness, we experience shalom - the wholeness possible only 

with God. 

 

We return to the Altar a second time to receive our Lord Christ.  We hear and feel - we touch and taste - the 

living Christ.  Ashes are not the only gift received.  Death is not the final pronouncement.  Deserving death 

we receive life.  Earning wrath we receive GRACE.  The baptismal covenant God made with us remains.  

Frail and finite we are - and yet Children of God we are made. 

 

In this hymn after communion, Haugen captures the lenten theme and the essence of our community of 

faith.  Make this hymn part of your daily reflection - throughout this Lenten Season and beyond. 

 

ñBy your hand you feed your people, food of angels, heavenôs bread; 

for these gifts we did not labor, by your grace have we been fed; 

 Christôs own body, blessed and broken, cup oôerflowing, life outpoured, 

 given as a living token of your world redeemed, restored.  

 

In this meal we taste your sweetness, bread for hunger, wine of peace; 

holy Word and holy wisdom satisfy our deepest needs. 

 Christôs own body, blessed and broken, cup oôerflowing, life outpoured, 

 given as a living token of your world redeemed, restored.  

 

Send us now with faith and courage to the hungry, lost, bereaved. 

In our living and our dying, we become what we receive: 

 Christôs own body, blessed and broken, cup oôerflowing, life outpoured, 

 given as a living token of your world redeemed, restored.ò 

 

 

Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 Pr. Lewis Groce 
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St. Timothy Activities  

Weekly schedule  

Worship: Sat. 5:30 P.M. 
Sun. 8 & 10:30 A.M. 
Sunday School: Sun. 9:30 A.M. 
Office hours: 9 a.m.ï 3 p.m. MïF 

Sunday School classes  

Sun. 9:30ï10:15 A.M. 

Nursery: Up to age 3 

Preschool classðRoom 5 
Kï1st gradeðRoom 10 
2ndï3rd gradeðRoom 7 
4thï5th gradeðLutherland 

Youth (6th ï12th grade)  
6th Bible ImmersionðRoom  4 
7thï8thðoff fellowship hall 
9thð High schoolðRoom 3 
 
Adult classes  
Sundayôs @ 9:30 am 
 
Wednesdayôs Schedule 
4:50 pm Dinner 
6:00 pm Wonderful Wednesday 
6:00 pm Womenôs Bible Study 
 

Other groups  

Menôs Bible Study 
Womenôs Bible Study 
Searchers  
Intercessory Prayer Circle  

 
 
  

 

 



45th  
Church 

Anniversary! 
 

Sunday 
February 14th 

2-4:00 pm 
All are welcome to celebrate 

Tea & coffee 
Cookies  and tea sandwiches 



Thank you to the E & A committee for another 

meaningful worship service with Karen Lee Turner.  

Thank you for all the time and effort yaôll put into 

making sure these events are entertaining and a 

learning experience! 

Thank you to Evon and Norm Nelson for your  

hospitability in facilitating the council retreat.  Your  

retreat center is beautiful and calming as well as 

functional.  Thank you for sharing this with your St. 

Timothy Community of Faith.  

Thank you to all who have prayed 

and financially supported Trinity/

HOPE and our Haitian brothers 

and sisters.  Thank you to Pastor 

Groce and Dr. Flesberg for the 

prayer vigil.  It will take years to  

recover from this great earthquake.   

Please keep Haiti and itôs people in 

your prayers. 

   Alan and Susie Honea 

Update! Bluebirds - Saturday February 6th @ 7:30 pm We 

will be attending the Steeple Playerôs (260 W. Main St., City Square 

Center) presentation of óFootloose.ô  This is a musical.  Please be at the 

theater no later than 7:00. Ticket price is $12.00 Call Faye 851-8503 by 

February 3rd if you plan to attend.   

Sumner Hospice will be hosting a 5 week Grief Support Group, every Tuesday at 

Sumner Regional Medical Center.  They are offering 2 different times, 10:00 am 

or 6:30 pm.  Please phone 328-6690 for more information or to sign up.  

The Concordia Choir in Concert.  Sunday, February 28th @ 4:00 pm 

First Presbyterian Church 

4815 Franklin Road 

Nashville 

Admission is free, but seating is limited.   

Congratulations to Meredith (Mattern) 

and Ryan Jones at the birth of a baby girl, 

Haley Jones.  Proud grandparents are 

Shadda and Leslie Mattern!  



Lent already??? 

 Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, February 17th.   

Pastor Groce will be leading us in a Lenten study begin-

ning Wednesday, February 24th @ 6:00 pm.  The class 

will be studying óBook of Faith Lenten Journey: 40 Days 

with the Lordôs Prayerô.  This will be a daily home study, 

with weekly large group discussions.  Class will be held in 

the fellowship hall.   

 Pastor would like the entire congregation to partici-

pate.  If you canôt make the weekly Wednesdayôs discussion 

group you can still participate with the daily home study.   

 Please sign up on the kiosk.  It is very important that 

you sign up so the correct number of books can be  

ordered.  The cost is $10.00 payable to St. Timothyôs.  The 

books can be shared by spouses.   

 Lenten church services will be held this year beginning 

with Ash Wednesday and continue each Wednesday @ 

7:00 pm. 

 Please join in our Lenten journey!  All are welcome.  

Lenten  

Retreat! 

The Lenten 

journey calls us 

to slow down 

and ponder, like 

Mary, what  

Jesusô life 

means for us.  

We have the opportunity to hear 

Godôs word, to listen to Godôs 

still small voice, and then let that 

Word move us to action.  God has 

called each of us to engage our 

gifts for the sake of loving the 

world.  Come, take some time 

apart, and spend an afternoon 

with friends and Listening for the 

Heartbeat of God.  

 

This retreat will be based on the 

book ñListening for the Heartbeat 

of God; A Celtic Spiritualityô by 

J. Philip Newell. 

 
Saturday  

March 21st  

12:30 to 4:30  

 

The retreat will be held at Evon 

Flesberg retreat home.   

 

More information to follow.  

The retreat is open to the first 25 

and it is open to men & women.   

Scrapbooking Event  
Friday, February 5th in 

the choir room from 6-10 

pm.  All are welcome.  

Contact Kim Ponce @ 

kimponce@comcast.net 

if you plan to attend. 

SEARCHERS SPIRITUAL STUDY GROUP  
plan of  study: 

February ð Aprilõs study will be:  
 òThe Misunderstood   Jewó by Dr. Amy Jill Levineó 

  

In mid February we will begin studying ñThe Misunderstood 

Jewò by Dr. Amy Jill Levineò. If you would like to be a part 

of this study please contact Karen Kral at kamik-

ral@bellsouth.net or by phone at 822-0250. She will be  

ordering the book in bulk for $11.19 each.  

 Searchers meets the 2nd and 4th Mondays at 7:00 PM in 

the Prayer Chapel. This study group is open to everyone and 

we would love to share our joy and excitement with you. So 

please consider joining us as we continue on our Spiritual 

Walk. 

mailto:kamikral@bellsouth.net
mailto:kamikral@bellsouth.net


Lenten Scheduleé.. 

 
February 17th   Ash Wednesday  

       Imposition of Ashes  7:00 am 

       Imposition of Ashes  Noon 

       Service of Holy Communion  7:00 pm 

        with imposition of ashes 

 
February 24th   Lenten Study   6:00 pm 

       Service     7:00 pm 

 

March 3rd    Lenten Study   6:00 pm 

       Service     7:00 pm 

 

March 10th    Lenten Study   6:00 pm 

       Service     7:00 pm 

 

March 17th    Lenten Study   6:00 pm 

       Service     7:00 pm 

 

March 24th    Lenten Study   6:00 pm 

       Service     7:00 pm 

 

March 28th    Palm Sunday   8:00 & 10:30 am 

 

April 1st     Maundy Thursday  7:00 pm 

       at First Presbyterian Church  

       172 West Main St. Hendersonville 

 

April 2nd    Good Friday    

       Childrenôs Tenebrae Service 10:00 am 

       Tenebrae Service   7:00 pm 

 

April 3rd     Saturday Vigil   7:00 pm (no 5:30 service) 

 

April 4th     Easter  

       Breakfast     7:00-11:00 am 

       Festival worship services  8:00 and 11:00 am 

       Family worship service  9:30am 

 



Senior High Youth 

 

The February "Line Up" for Sunday activities is as follows: 

 

Feb. 7   Study Book and Material with Discussion 

Feb. 14  " Valentines for All"  With discussion:  "I 

love .......because" 

Feb. 21  Meet and Greet Pastor Groce with special opportunity 

to "Stump the Pastor" (bring questions that you have always 

wanted to ask..but never dared to ask) 

Feb. 28   Go out for "Brunch"  Leave church at 9;15 from our 

classroom and return around 11:30    

                        Eat and make plans for March 

 

Bring your friends.  The month of February is CHALLENGE MONTH....Guys vs. Gals.   

Challenge Rules:  Guys & Gals  bring friends to Sunday School and Church .  At the end of 

the month the Guys or Gals who have for a total,  the most Guys or Gals present, will be  

presented prizes.   So let's see who rules:  Guys or Gals?   

 

 

 

ST.TIMOTHY YOUNG ADULTS   a.k.a. ="Fried Chicken"  

 

Will be meeting on the 2nd and 4th Sundays in  

Feb. from 5:30-7:00. 

Friday, Feb. 26-Sunday, Feb. 28 the group will  

join young adults from Trinity, Tullahoma,  

St. Andrew's, Franklin, and Advent, Murfreesboro,  

in a chalet in Gatlinburg.   

 

Matt Steinhauer and Pastor Frank will be leading a weekend of "The 3 R's = RELAX,  

REFLECT, RECONNECT"   Sunday, Feb. 7 is the deadline to have a $50.00 deposit made 

out to St.Timothy for your reservation.  

 

Contact Pastor Frank, Jenny Adkins, or Thomas Charlton to make your reservations and for 

more information. 
 



From the Director of Christian Education and Family Life 

 
This month St. Timothy Lutheran Church will celebrate its 45th year of ministry in the community of the Hen-

dersonville/Gallatin area.  Do you know why the congregation was named ñSt. Timothy?ò  I had forgotten this 

bit of trivia until I was reminded a few weeks ago.  Sorry, Iôm not going to give you the answer here ï perhaps if 

you will come to the celebration on February 14th you will find out! 

  The children and youth programs we offer at St. Timothy today, thanks to the incredible work of many commit-

ted adults who teach, guide, direct, chaperone, did not exist when I was a child in my 10ôs and teens.  One of the 

reasons they did not exist was because there were not near as many children and youth in the congregation back 

then.  When you witness the childrenôs sermon at the 10:30 service in this day and time, and see the chancel 

filled with little children ï then consider all the ones (who think they are) too old to participate, then you count 

the teenagersðyou are looking at a population larger than the entire congregation that was worshipping in the 

late 1960ôs and early 1970ôs! 

  So, I must have been deprived as a child.  Perhaps that is what one would thinkðparticularly in this day in time 

when a family must find a church with every imaginable opportunity of participation for their children.  Perhaps 

I was.  I can only remember one Vacation Bible School, and that was done in conjunction with the Episcopal 

church.  I was the only child who went to Lutheridge for campingðand that was only once.  There was no AF-

FIRM (Southeastern Synod 7th-12th grade youth event) that St. Timothy will take anywhere from one to two 

dozen youth every summer.  The only ñFLYò (the wonderful Fellowship of Lutheran Youth group that Jen 

Motz, Mike Wessel and Maureen Brau lead of a dozen or more middle schoolers) was the one buzzing around 

the occasional potluck dinner. 

  So all I have to remember is the Benzenhafers, the Raphoons, the Feldkirchers, Bob and Nancy Smith, Pete and 

Kitty Williamson, Gab and Christine Blackman, the Blackshears, Pat Hooten, Helen Andersonéand many oth-

ers.  But these are all adultsðmost of them old enough to be my grandparents, but all of them contributing to 

my faith formation through caring conversations we had, through being interested in me, through teaching me 

Sunday school, inviting me to Bible studyðbasically just treating me like I mattered. 

  I would not trade those relationships and what I received from those dear people for the finest gym, VBS with 

100 peers, a youth group with 30 kids my own age, the best contemporary worshipðor anything else that we 

might perceive that we absolutely must offer to be relevant to our youth and children. I probably didnôt know 

that at the time.  I sure know it now. 

  I bet hardly a one of them had a clue how important they were to me.  All they were doing was showing up, 

caring for me, loving on me, offering their time, talent and treasure as best as they could to a small worshiping 

community in a small suburban town. 

  That impact on my life was achieved one conversation, one interaction, one event at a time.  We may be lulled 

in our modern age into a false sense that those things really donôt matter anymore.  Now what we need is excit-

ing programmingðand lots of it!  Yes, we do need that.  But we also need not forget the importance of just  

being present for and interacting with the children and youth of our church. 

  One of the rules of faith formation is: ñWe get what we are.ò  When we model faithful, caring, giving, partici-

pating, serving relationships with our children there is a high likelihood that is how they will turn out too. 

I challenge you to consider that 45 years from now there will be children from St. Timothy who are 10 years old 

now, like I was then, who could have the very same memories of relationship with people they went to church 

with.  You can be that adult! 

 

Peace, 

Matt Steinhauer 



Confirmation I & II Schedule ï All Classes 6pm ï 7:30pm 

 
Wednesday, February 3 - Conf. I&II w/ Cont. Worship (Take and Eat) 

 

Wednesday, February 10th Confirmation I & II  

6:00 pm 

 

Wednesday, February 17th  

Ash Wednesday Service 7:00 pm 

 

Sunday, February 21st.  

Conference Confirmation Retreat 

Lunch at St. Timothyôs after the 10:30 service 

Car-pool to 1st Lutheran 

Return at 7:30 pm  

 

Wednesday, February 24th  

ó40 Days of Lentenô Study with Pastor Groce 6:00 pm 

7:00 pm Lenten Service  

      

   *************  

FLY Youth Group  

Ski trip February 5 -7th 

Sugar Mountain Ski Resort 

February 21st 

5-7:00 pm 

**************  

Sunday School Update 

 

Sunday school is from 9:30am ï 10:15 and ALL  are welcome.   

There is a nursery for small children during this time. 

 

All parents of  Sunday school age children:  You are invited to join your 

child in their Sunday school class on March 7th, 9:30 to 10:15am.   

 

Come, see and experience with your child!  
If anyone is interested in helping out with Sunday school, please contact  

Melissa Luther at 338-4160 or smluther@hotmail.com. 



Spring 2010 

Instruction for the Sacrament of Holy Communion 

will be held on March 7th, March 14th, and March 

21st.  On March 28th (Palm Sunday) the class and 

their families will commune at the 10:30  

service.   

  Classes will be held immediately following the 

10:30 service on each of the Sundays and com-

mence with a light lunch.  Classes should finish 

about 1:30 pm.  

  Please enroll your child before February 20th so 

materials may be ordered.  Call the church office 

@ 824-6244. 

  Classes are part of the regular third grade curricu-

lum, however, students who have not received for-

mal instruction are welcome.  Parents are expected 

to attend with their children.  This is part of the  

fulfillment of the covenant we made at the childôs 

baptism.   

  Please call Ginny Gauerke @ 822-8044 before  

February 4th if you have any questions.  

 

Attention: If you are an adult and not attending Sunday school, what would interest you in  

attending?  

 

_________Bible study class 

_________Lutheran magazine discussion questions 

_________Themed studies 

_________Pericopes (weekly readings) 

_________Other___________________________________ 

 

Please tear off your response and place it in the offering plate.  


