
December  2009  · News for members & friends of St. Timothy Lutheran Church, Hendersonville, TN 37075 

George Bernard Shaw is credited with writing, ñSome people see things as they 

are and say why? I dream things that never were and say, why not?ò  I believe 

there is an Advent message for us in this quote. 

 It is easy and comfortable to sit on the sidelines and give acerbic commen-

tary on the actions of others or the state of affairs in general.  For thousands of 

years now people have decried the human condition.  Each generation has made 

basically the same statement, ñWe are living in the end-times ï the last days ï 

surely we are racing toward perdition in a handbasket.ò   Advent stands as the 

voice of one crying in the wilderness - NOT SO FAST! 

 Advent dares to lift up themes like: HOPE... EXPECTATION... JOY....  

Not to discount the reality of the world, but as a counter-balance.  In the midst of 

despair, there is hope.  In the face of depression, there is expectation.  In spite of 

sadness, there is joy.  That is the profound message of the Incarnation.  Into the 

midst of all that is comes our God to call us forward to what might be - what can 

be - what ultimately will be. 

 We do not find an answer to all of our ñwhyò questions here.  Instead we 

find a tantalizing vision of ñwhy not?ò  Why not peace?  Why not harmony?  

Why not Shalom in the truest and fullest sense of the word?  We watch and we 

wait for Godôs future to break into our now.  We watch and wait for the possible 

to become. 

 As a community of faith, we understand the temptation of sitting on the 

sidelines and asking ñwhy?ô  Advent sounds a stewardship theme of ñwhy not?ò  

Advent continually pulls us forward and pulls us off of the sidelines into the 

game.  Bring your time - your talent - your treasure (all of which are on loan to 

you) and get into the game.  Dare to dream big dreams and envision that which 

isnôt a reality - yet. 

 Difficult days?  Sure.  Trying times?  You bet.  But we are only as weak 

as the strength of our fear.  Do not let the cynicism of the world overshadow 

the HOPE - EXPECTATION and JOY that is Advent.  The light shines in the 

darkness... and the darkness has not - does not - and will not overcome it.  Amen.  

Come, Lord Jesus. 

Godôs Peace- 

 

Pr. Lewis Groce 
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Cindi Hansen, Worship 
1
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Cheri Glor, Witness 
1
 

Sue Buckberry, Witness 
2
 

Steve Petersen, Stewardship 
1
 

Heidi White, Stewardship 
2
 

Alan Honea, Service 
1
 

John Gregorio, Service 
2
 

Melissa House, Learning 
1
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St. Timothy Activities  

Weekly schedule  

Worship: Sat. 5:30 P.M. 
Sun. 8 & 10:30 A.M. 
Sunday School: Sun. 9:30 A.M. 
Office hours: 9 a.m.ï 3 p.m. MïF 

Sunday School classes  

Sun. 9:30ï10:15 A.M. 

Nursery: Up to age 3 

Preschool classðRoom 5 
Kï1st gradeðRoom 10 
2ndï3rd gradeðRoom 7 
4thï5th gradeðLutherland 

Youth (6th ï12th grade)  
6th Bible ImmersionðRoom  4 
7thï8thðoff fellowship hall 
9thð High schoolðRoom 3 
 
Adult classes  
Sundayôs @ 9:30 am 
 
Wednesdayôs Schedule 
6:00 pm Wonderful Wednesday 
 

Other groups  

Menôs Bible Study 
Womenôs Bible Study 
Searchers  
Intercessory Prayer Circle  

 
 
  

 

 



Thank you to all who donated food items for 

our Thanksgiving food drive for Gene Brown 

Elementary.  We took over 2 carloads of 

items.  You helped several families have a 

great Thanksgiving meal! God bless you.  

Thank you to the Saints Menôs Group for paying for 

the repair of the front entrance columns.  Make sure 

you take a look at them as you enter the narthex.  

Also, thank you to the Novelle family for their good  

masonry work.   

Thank you to Larry Jones and  

Pastor Clemmer for the donation of 

the new head set microphones for 

the worship services.  They were in 

great need of replacement.  Thank 

you again for your generosity! 

Dear St. Timothy Family in Faith,  

I want to thank all of you for the gift toward my seminary educa-

tion.  It took care of all my books and supplies to start school. 

 I am settling into the radical change of my new life and thank-

ful to have this opportunity. 

 Here, I have found another wonderful Family in Faith.  The 

Pentecost window is in Christ Chapel here at Southern.  It is  

before this window that I fell to my knees and accepted, actually 

surrendered to God calling my name.  It is a daily reminder of my 

purpose. 

 I miss you all and look forward to meeting our new pastor. 

 Blessings and joy to all of you, 

   Nancy Collins.  

A big thank you to Jane 

Steinhauer, the adult 

Sunday School class, the 

Womenôs Wednesday 

evening Bible Study 

group and everyone who 

brought goodies to  

Pastor Bob and Judyôs 

farewell reception. 

  Thank you again, 

  Brenda Parker 

On behalf of the Hendersonville Senior Center, I want to thank you 

so very much for the recent monetary donation as well as the paper 

supplies.  Every year, the generosity shown to us by St. Timothyôs 

reminds us of the true meaning of being Christian.  

 Please express to your parishioners how much their support 

means to the members and staff at the Center and how very fortu-

nate we feel to be part of their caring outreach.  It has been a 

blessing for us all. 

    Sincerely, 

     Rena Eller, Executive Director 

     Senior Citizens of Hendersonville  

Thank you to the ladies 

who assembled and hung 

the wall hangings and 

crosses in the fellowship 

hall.  They look beautiful 

and they buffer the noise 

very well.  

 Thank you to Bill 

Hoffman for his carpen-

try abilities.   

 You are all appreci-

ated so much!  

To my St. Timothy Family, 

 How can I ever thank you enough for all the prayers, 

the thoughts, the care you have shown during my recent 

illness. How wonderful to have such a large family-

especially when you really need them! Love, Jane  



St. Timothy Community, 

On behalf of the Service/Missions Committee and the children, teachers, princi-

pal, and pastor at Font Baptiste Lutheran School in Haiti, I want to thank all of 

you who attended our Thanksgiving Night In The Hunger Fight Event. 

 Many thanks to those who ate, cooked, cleaned, performed, donated money 

and auction items, carved turkeys, decorated, solicited auction items, advertised, 

bid on auction items, and most importantly those who prayed for the success of 

this event. 

 In case you are unaware, the church budget does not include money for ser-

vice/mission work, so we count on events to fund the local and international  

projects we support. Our church commitment to feed the children at the school we 

sponsor in Haiti is approximately $11,000 annually.  

 As we took down tables after most had left and were locking up the church, it 

was impossible for us to not count the money that had been raised that night. 

More money has since come in and we also have some Thrivent matching funds 

to add to the total, but so far we have been blessed with $7,000 from the event! 

This amount will provide nearly 26,000 meals to children that are hungry not only 

for a hot meal, but also for the hope that only Christ can bring. The Good News is  

always delivered with every meal and these little Lutherans know that He is work-

ing through people like you to help them. 

 Thank you for your support and thank you for responding to His leading! 

Alan Honea, Chair for Service/Missions Committee  

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 Peace and grace to you from our Lord and savior Jesus Christ.  How are you doing?  How 

are your families?  Hope with God you are well.  For my family and I, we are well.  I want to 

thank you for your help and the hard work you are doing in USA to raise money to send to 

Haiti to feed 10,000 children each school day, this is a miracle for us, every time we see we 

can feed children in Haiti.  I want to thank you too take care of Jean Philippe and I, when we 

were there.  A special thanks to John and his family, to Keith and his family, Jason and his 

family, Alan and his family.  In the name of the poor children, the cooks, the teachers, the  

districts presidents and his my families name I say thank you for your efforts, like I know how 

every thing is very difficult, but you never stop helping us.  Please I encouraging you to  

continue support us in Haiti.  I want  you to know that you are all in our prayers. 

 Thanks again and may God bless you, your families and your activities.  We love you all. 

   Serving Jesus Christ with Joy, 

   Laurent Lophane, Supervisor/Manager 

   Trinity/HOPE, Inc.  



Join us at Mimiôs, Streets of Indian Lake for our Christ-

mas luncheon.  Meet at the restaurant at 11:30, Tuesday, 

December 8th.  

 Please bring a box (es) of dry cereal to share with the 

less fortunate. 

 Call Faye @ 851-8503 by 12/7 if you plan to join us.  

Sunday School teachers please 

be sure to clean up your rooms 

after Sunday School class.  

 Leave it the way you found 

it. 

 Thanks so much 

Christmas Holiday Schedule 
 

German Advent Service, Sunday, December 4th  

4:00 pm 

 

Childrenõs Christmas Program, December 13th 

ôListen to Christmasõ  

4:00  pm.  

 

Lessons and Carols Service, December 20th 

4:00 pm 

 

Christmas Eve Services 

5:00 pm Family Service 

8:00 pm Candlelight Service 

11:00 pm Candlelight Service 

 

Merry Christmas to All! 

Road Clean-up Saturday,  

December 12th, 8:00 am  



Trinity/HOPE is blessed to have support from your congregation.  Each month we make an article available for 

church newsletters on our activities to help keep you updated on the efforts to feed the hungry children in our 

schools in Haiti.  
 

My son just turned twenty-one and it has caused me to reflect on many things in his life.  One of those is his 

mission trips to Haiti.  When he was fifteen he began asking John Hall when he could go to Haiti with Trinity/

HOPE.  John, being ever mindful of the whims of teenage boys and the graphic encounters a trip would bring, 

told him that he must be seventeen to go.  The day my son turned seventeen he went to John and said ñIôm sev-

enteen.  When do we leave?ò   

 I, in my motherôs heart, never thought that seventeen would come and that he would still be that anxious to 

go to Haiti.  My sonôs birthday is in October and the trip was set for spring break.   So I had from October to 

March to think about this.  In the beginning everything was fine.  But after Christmas as we entered the New 

Year I began to be very interested in the world news.  And believe me this was a year that Haiti was all over the 

news!  As each day came and went so did my resolve to allow him to go.  Haiti was in turmoil.  People were 

being kidnapped and killed.  Armed United Nations guards were everywhere.   

 My husband, my son and I met with John and other team members to discuss the trip.  We were told all the 

doôs and donôts of going to Haiti, the problems in that country and the dangers there.  My son was determined 

to go.  I wasnôt so sure.  Later we sat together as a family and talked and prayed about everything.  I watched 

the news and read the internet reports and got the things together for my only son, my baby, to go away from 

my protection and straight into a place seeming like hell.   

 My son sat with me and said ñMom, I have to do this.  This is what God wants from me right now.  I have 

to follow where He leads me.  He is my protection.  I have to see these children.  He has to show me what is 

happening there so I can help solve these problems.ò   

 This is when I saw my sonôs heart for the children and I knew that he walked with the Lord.   I felt an inner 

peace that I knew was my Savior telling me ñTrust Me. I need for him to be there for Me.  Everything will be 

okay.ò  Now Iôm not going to tell you that I completely stopped worrying.  One of the hardest things that we 

have to do as Christians is to take our worries to the cross and leave them there.  No, we think we can do it bet-

ter than God so we snatch it away again and continue to worry and fret.  Well, thatôs what I did but I did  

remember the peace I felt and I just took a ñlittle bitò back to worry with.  I justify this by saying ñIôm his 

mother. This is what I doò never considering that his Heavenly Father is far better equipped to handle it than I 

am or ever will be.  

 I knew that first time that I wouldnôt be emotionally able to take him to the airport and I think that John 

knew this also.  He invited us to bring our son to his house to see him off and they would go to the airport  

together.  Much, much better!  Still difficult, but much better.  My son travels to Haiti every year.  His only 

source of income is mowing lawns.  He saves all he possibly can and with the help of our church and our 

friends at Thrivent, he goes.  He has made several friends among the men who work for Trinity/HOPE in Haiti.  

The children recognize him in several of the schools.  To him this is the best part.  His sits among the children 

and tells Bible stories.  They respond with hugs and pure love that only a child can express.  He wants to use his 

education to help Trinity/HOPE find more ways to continue what they do and he wants to help all the children 

of Haiti come into the Lords presence, to know that their Savior, our Savior will never abandon them.  I know 

that he is cautious in Haiti as he should be.  He doesnôt ñtestò God but knows that the Lord walks beside him 

and will protect him.  He is following where our Lord leads him and for, this my motherôs heart soars!   

 

Cheryl Coleman, Gallatin, TN 



From the Director of Christian Education and Family Life 

 

I have always thought that the season of Advent and Christmas was the absolute 

perfect time to start a practice of family devotions.  One can make a simple  

Advent wreath or just set a candle on the table and gather your family around for 

a short Bible reading, caring conversation and simple prayer.  There are several 

scripture passages you can visit over the weeks before, during and after Christ-

masðMatthew 1:18-2:23; Luke 1:5-2:39; John 1:1-18; Isaiah 40ðmost of which 

are familiar to the season, and might provide learning moments for children and 

adults alike! 

ñCaring Conversation,ò ñDevotion,ò ñRitual and Tradition,ò and ñServiceò 

are the ñFour Keysò to faith formation.  Every one of them are practiced regularly 

during this seasonðsometimes not even realizing it! 

ñCaring Conversationsò occur around our sharing Christmas and seasonal 

memoriesðlistening to Grandparents tell about  their childhood Christmas, hear-

ing about family travels to reunite for celebrations, or remembering those who 

cannot ñcome homeò in a special way. 

ñDevotionò occurs as we practice daily Advent readings, sing Christmas 

Carols, taking a couple of extra minutes in a day to pray for people we know, 

love, miss, remember, need to do something for! 

ñRitual and Traditionò can be remembering ñthe way weôve always done itò 

but it can also be adopting new ways of doing things that the family enjoys.  If the 

participants say: ñLetôs do that againò you have probably started a new one! 

ñServiceò occurs when we do those special ñlove your neighborò things that 

are so easy at Christmas time because we are ñinvitedò to  give, to participate, to 

help.  We should carry those practices over through the whole year! 

It is said that if we do something for twenty days in a row it will become a 

habit.  What a great time and a great new habit to begin! 

   

       Peace, 

   

          Matt Steinhauer  



Wonderful Wednesdays Schedule: 

 
December 2ndï Christmas program planning and rehearsal 

December 9th-Christmas craft 

December 16-Happy Birthday Jesus Party 

December 23-NO WW 

December 26-No WW 

Happy New Year 

 

 

***********  

 

Confirmation I & II Schedule ï All Classes 6pm ï 7:30pm 

 
Wednesday, December 2 - Conf. I&II w/ Cont. Worship (Apostleôs Creed) 

 

Wednesday, December 9 - Conf. I&II Small Group (Apostleôs Creed) 

 

Wednesday, December 16 - Conf. I&II w/ Cont. Worship (Apostleôs Creed) 

 

Wednesday, December 23 - Winter Break NO CONFIRMATION 

 

Wednesday, December 30 - Winter Break NO CONFIRMATION 

 

Wednesday, January 6 - Conf. I&II w/ Cont. Worship ï  

(Lesson: Epiphany/The Magi) 

 
 
 

   *************  

FLY Youth Group  

5-7:00 pm 

December 6th 

December 20th 

January 3rd 

January 17th 

 



"Fried Chicken"  
(aka Young Adults of St. Timothy) 

 

The group is presently reading and discussing Don Millerôs book: óBlue Like Jazzò.  Our 

schedule for the month is: 

 

 December 6-4:00 German Advent Service at St. Timothy 

 December 13-book study 

 December 20-8:00-10:00 Young Adult Christmas Drop-in 

 December 27-6:00 Dinner and a movie 

All College and Young Adults ï you are invited to the annual ñDrop Inò to reconnect with 

your friends who are home for the Christmas Break. 

 

Sunday, December 20th, 2009 ï 8pm ï 10pm at the home of Matt and Leann Steinhauer ï 100 

Yorkshire Ct, Hendersonville.  If you need directions call Matt at 668-7702. 

ôListen to Christmasõ 

Timôs Kidôs Important Dates 

 

3:45 Rehearsal on Sunday December 6th 

(for German Service) 

 

10:15 Rehearsal on December 13th 

(for Sunday, Dec. 13th) 

 

Caroling Party@ 

Mrs. Valerieôs house 

Wednesday December 23rd 

6:30  -  8:00 pm 

Caroling, hot chocolate and cider and  

Christmas Cookies!!! 



 

Christmas events coming sooné. 
 

Family Fun Night 

Friday, December 4th, 6:30 pm 

 

ALF Christmas Party 

Saturday, December 5th, 7:00 pm 

177 Wynbrooke (Clubhouse) 

 

Christmas Cookie Walk 

Sunday, December 6th, 9:00 am 

 

German Christmas Service 

Sunday, December 6th, 4:00 pm 

 

WELCA Christmas Party 

Monday, December 7th, 6:00 pm 

Country Hills Golf Course (Club House) 


