
November  2009  · News for members & friends of St. Timothy Lutheran Church, Hendersonville, TN 37075 

Congratulations!  You successfully made it through Reformation 2009.  In so doing you have 

experienced one of the Reformation Rallying Cries - Ecclessia semper reformanda est - The 

Church is always reforming! 

 

You and I are living these words in a very real sense as we move through this transitional time.  

An ongoing and continual reforming.  New opportunities - new beginnings - new relationships.  

Our community of faith is a dynamic and vibrant entity.  We are always moving into an unfold-

ing and emerging future. 

 

Reformation provides a powerful opportunity for us as a congregation to ñhit the reset buttonò.  

I know that the last few weeks have been difficult ones as the ELCA works through the deci-

sions made at the last Churchwide Assembly.  As with any difficult time, there is peril and  

opportunity. 

 

The peril  is that we become focused solely on ourselves.  We circle the wagons and fall victim 

to a siege mentality.  We shut-down and shut-out.  Ministry withers and outreach declines.  

While this may feel good for the short-term, it is a recipe for long-term disaster. 

 

The opportunity  side of the equation is to focus even more intently on the covenant God makes 

with us in Baptism: 

ñTo live among Godôs faithful people, 

to hear the word of God and share in the Lordôs supper, 

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.ò (ELW Page 237). 

 

As we begin our ministry together, I invite you, as a community of faith, to RESET.  This is a 

new beginning to a new chapter.  Let us recommit ourselves to the ministry which lies ahead.  

Always giving thanks to God who gives us a new birth through our baptism into Christ, we are 

free to focus less on self and more on neighbor.  We are able to live with the ambiguity of not 

knowing exactly HOW the future will unfold - because we know WHO holds it. 

 

Ecclessia semper reformanda est - the Church is always reforming.  I am excited to be part of 

this unfolding future at St. Timothy.  I look forward to the ministry which awaits us all.   

 

The Litany from Vespers concludes with one of my favorite prayers.  I commend it to you as 

we begin this journey: ñO God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot 

see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.  Give us faith to go out with 

good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love 

supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.ò 

 

Godôs Peace- 

Pr. Lewis Groce 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church  

A Family in Faith of the Evangelical  
Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA) and the Stephen Ministry 

How to contact us: 
650 East Main St. 
Hendersonville, TN 37075 
Phone: 615-824-6244 
Fax: 615-826-5474 
TOTS preschool: 615-824-6544 
E-mail: info@sttimothyonline.org 
Web: www.sttimothyonline.org 

Staff 
Pastor Lewis Groce 

lewis111661@gmail.com or 

pastor@sttimothyonline.org 

Paul S. Frank, Pastor Emeritus 

Matt Steinhauer, Christian Ed 
matt@sttimothyonline.org 

Marcia Harrison, Financial Clerk 
MHarrison@sttimothyonline.org 

Susie Honea, Church Administrator 
info@sttimothyonline.org 

Michelle Money, TOTS Director 

Jay Myers, Director of Music 
Frances Page, Organist 
Valerie Trantum, Childrenôs Music 

Congregation Council 
Jeff King, President 

1
 

David LaPointe, Vice President 
2
 

Cindi Hansen, Worship 
1
 

Kathy Fox, Worship 
2
 

Cheri Glor, Witness 
1
 

Sue Buckberry, Witness 
2
 

Steve Petersen, Stewardship 
1
 

Heidi White, Stewardship 
2
 

Alan Honea, Service 
1
 

John Gregorio, Service 
2
 

Melissa House, Learning 
1
 

Bill Lude, Learning 
2
 

St. Timothy Activities  

Weekly schedule  

Worship: Sat. 5:30 P.M. 
Sun. 8 & 10:30 A.M. 
Sunday School: Sun. 9:30 A.M. 
Office hours: 9 a.m.ï 3 p.m. MïF 

Sunday School classes  

Sun. 9:30ï10:15 A.M. 

Nursery: Up to age 3 

Preschool classðRoom 5 
Kï1st gradeðRoom 10 
2ndï3rd gradeðRoom 7 
4thï5th gradeðLutherland 

Youth (6thï12th grade) 
6th Bible ImmersionðRoom  4 
7thï8thðoff fellowship hall 
9thð High schoolðRoom 3 
 
Adult classes 
Sundayôs @ 9:30 am 
 
Wednesdayôs Schedule 
6:00 pm Wonderful Wednesday 
6:00 pm Womenôs Bible Study- 
Room #2 
 

Other groups  

Menôs Bible Study 
Womenôs Bible Study 
Searchers 
Intercessory Prayer Circle 

 
 
  

 

 



1st day at St. Timothy  

Monday, November 16th 

 

Wednesday, November 18th,  

Thanksgiving Night in the Hunger Fight 

Dinner/Silent Auction/Haitian Pastor Speaking/Music 

5:00 Auction Begins 

5:30 Dinner is Served 

6:30 Program Begins 

 

Friday, November 20th 

Fellowship Friday  

Bonfire-hot dogs, sômores,  

Marshmallows, cider and hot chocolate 

6:30 - 8:00 pm 

 

Installation Service and Potluck dinner  

Saturday, November 21st 

5:00 Potluck Dinner 

6:30 Installation Service 
 

1st service, Sunday 22nd 

8:00 & 10:30  
Please attend to welcome Pastor Groce and Amy!  



Dear Pasto Maier, 

 Thank you for allowing me 

to speak to your church con-

gregation.  It was a great 

blessing to be a part of your 

worship services and to pre-

sent the message of the 

Gideon Ministry.  Your 

Church is beautiful and has 

quite a unique layout.  You are 

totally blessed to have such a 

loving Church-I was im-

pressed and thankful to be so 

well received.  Iôm excited to 

learn much about the Lu-

theran faith and appreciate 

that opportunity.   

 On behalf of the Gideons 

International, I want to  

express my sincere thanks to 

you and your congregation for 

your prayerful support of the 

Gideon work.  Thanks to the 

offerings by the congregation, 

we received gifts in the 

amount of $359.00-(72 Bi-

bles!) tangible evidence of the 

love your congregation has 

for making the Word of God 

available to those who other-

wise would not have a copy.   

 

   Jess Dillon 

 The Gideons International  

Dear St. Timothy, 

 Thank you all for donating pet supplies for my Confirmation 

project.  It was a great success-volunteers at the Humane society 

said the food and treats were greatly needed.  I even found a kit-

ten, but Dad said N-O.  I wish I could take them all home. 

 Thanks again, maybe we will do it again sometime.  Also, a 

big thank you to Mrs. Holly Adkins, she is the best mentor!!! 

St. Timothy Family in Faith, 

 I really appreciate all the cards, 

calls, and offers of help I have  

received from each member of our 

church family. 

 I feel so blessed to be a part of 

this family of faith. 

    Joanne Britt 



Thank you to Bluegrass Liquors 

in Hendersonville for donating 

wine for communion.  They 

have done this for several years 

and we appreciate their kind-

ness.  Also, thanks to Joyce 

Clary for always picking it up 

for us.   

 Thank you again! 

Thank you to Flower Express for such lovely flowers each 

Sunday.  They are located at 357 E. Main Street in  

Hendersonville.  If you would like to sponsor flowers for 

a special occasion in your family, call the church office 

@ 824-6244 or sign up on the óflowerô chart outside the 

church office.   

To my St. Timothy family, 

 Thank you for the outpouring of support and 

comfort at the loss of my husband, Lowell.  My 

journey will be long-but I am so blessed to have a 

faith community full of friends to help me through. 

 Thank you for your prayers-I feel surrounded 

by love. 

   God bless, 

    Sharon Adkins 

Congratulations to Peter and Linda Angelini on the birth 

of their granddaughter, Madelyn Christine Winter, born 

October 24th, 2009.  Grandbabies are the greatest! 

Daughter of Lynn Demi (long-time member), Dara, 

delivered twins October 14th.  Alexa Lee and Avery 

Caroline weighted 4.5 lbs.  All are doing great! 

Sympathy to the Louise Weinart family at the death of Louise, 

October 19th.   

Thank you to all who helped with 

the Oktoberfest.  It was a great 

success.  We donated $1000.00 to 

the Pastors discretionary fund.   

 Also, thank you to Cheri and 

Steve Glor for all of their hard 

work.  It was a great day in spite 

of the rainy weather. 

 Thank you again! 



Habitat for Humanity ReStore 
 The Habitat ReSTORE is essentially a resale store that sells donated and surplus building materi-

als such as hardware, plumbing, cabinets and appliances at greatly reduced prices.   

 You can make your tax-deductible donation knowing your valuable gift will support the ministry 

of Habitat for Humanity of Sumner County and help low-income families realize the dream of home 

ownership.  Donations can be brought to the store located in the old Gallatin CARES Bldg. at 241 W. 

Eastland in Gallatin or call 230-3032. 

 Thank you in advance for your support. 

   Korry R. Johnson, Director, restore@habitatsumnercounty.org 

 

Craft Group: 

 The craft group is going to be reworded.  We are ask-

ing for suggestions on a different day or time.  Please let 

us know if you have an interest in crafting and when a 

convenient time and day is for you. 

  Thank you, 

  Kim Ponce 

  kimponce@comcast.net 

Family Fun Night Bonfire! 

 
Campfire fellowship night has been moved to Friday, Novem-

ber 20th 6:30-8pm on the back field of St. Timothyôs.  Bill 

Lude and Kim Ponce are excited to announce that they have 

decided to change the family fun night to Fellowship Friday!  

All are welcome to join us for a good old fashioned campfire 

with hot dogs, sômores, marshmallows, cider and hot choco-

late.  There is just something wonderful about gathering 

around the fire and sharing some food with friends.  As al-

ways the cost is free will donation.  We will have a sign up 

sheet in the Narthex.  Also, Pastor Groce is planning on at-

tending this fun event.   

Hope you call all make it to Fellowship Friday! 

 

Sign-up sheet on the kiosk or e-mail Kim at  

kimponce@comcast.net or 420-6084.   

 

 

Join us Wednesday, November 

11 as we tour the Frist Art  

Center with lunch in their café.  

Admission is free. Please call 

Faye 851-8503 by 11-8 to join 

us.  Meet in the lower parking 

lot at 9:30 am.  



Thriventôs Thanksgiving Night in the Hunger Fight 
 

Wednesday, November 18th 

5:30 Thanksgiving Dinner (free will offering) 

Deep-fried turkey, potatoes, dressing, pie the works! 

 

6:30 Program with Haitian speaker 

 

Music 

 

Silent Auction 

 

Some of the items in our silent auction are: 

Free round of golf for 4 at Blue Grass Country Club 

Massage from Massage Envy 

Membership to Curves 

Porter Paints  

Baskins Robbins Ice Cream for 12 months! 

Super Cuts 

Merriott Suites pool party gift package including an overnite stay! 

Free Night at Holiday Inn Express 

Movie Passes 

Wolff Camera 18 Camera Classes! ($270. value) 

Venetian Nail Spa 

$100 Gift Certificate for Family Portraits 

 

Local restaurant gift certificates: 

Mimiôs, Black-eyed Pea, Demoôs, Gattiôs Pizza 

Brixx Pizza, Cracker Barrel and many more! 

 

This major annual event helps feed desperately hungry children attending Christian schools in Haiti 

through Trinity/HOPE.  Trinity/HOPE, Inc. which started in Sumner County,  

now feeds over 9500 Haitian children in 66 schools.   

 



From the Director of Christian Education & Family Life 

When the leaves start turning colors and the weather cools a bit I canôt help but start 

thinking about twenty years ago, when I spent three weeks in late October through mid 

November in Dyersburg, Tennessee, enrolling employees in benefits at a large cotton fab-

ric manufacturer.  I was there in the smack-dab middle of the corn, cotton and soybean 

harvest.  I had never seen any of the three as close up as I did during my stay in West Ten-

nessee.  I was obviously fascinated with the cotton, since I was working in a factory 

where they took raw cotton in one end of the plant and sent tons of cotton fabric out of the 

other, but I think I was more fascinated with the soybean harvest because it involved a 

crop-duster and I was in the process of earning my private pilotôs license! 

I would watch as the plane would fly about five feet above the long green rows, 

leaving a foggy mist in its trail, and then pull up into a steep, left 90 degree banking 

turnðknowing how hard it was to perfectly perform  that in-flight maneuverðand then 

dive back down, leveling out at five feet again, to a spot just beside the rows the plane 

previously sprayed coming in the opposite direction.  What I found out later was that the 

chemical sprayed on the soybeans was not some sort of pesticide or fertilizer, it was a de-

foliant.  The purpose of the ñcrop dustingò was to get rid of the leafy growth before har-

vesting the bean pods. The leaves and foliage of the soybean plant are lush and plentiful 

and look really good.  But that is not what a soybean plant is ñabout.ò  The farmer isnôt 

after pretty leavesðthe farmer is after the fruit! 

There is a little gem of Martin Lutherôs called The Heidelburg Disputation.  It 

seems Luther must have not had much other to do than write ñthesesò ï the 95 of them 

that he tacked on the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, and 28 of them in this 

document! You can find it online at: http://www.bookofconcord.org/heidelberg.php#19.  

This short work contains some powerful comments from Luther (and scriptural refer-

ences) on ñworks,ò ñfree will,ò and, very important to the Lutheran Christian view, 

ñtheology of the cross.ò  Some of the statements are found in our confirmation materials 

(in a simple form).  Among them (the 25th thesis) is a statement in which Luther is ex-

plaining the difference between the ñgood worksò we do of our own accord, and those we 

do because of our relationship with God through Jesus Christ: ñTherefore man knows that 

works which he does by [faith of Jesus Christ] are not his but God's. For this reason he 

does not seek to become justified or glorified through them, but seeks God. His justifica-

tion by faith in Christ is sufficient to him.ò 

I guess one could say ñour worksò are like the leaves on the soybeansðprobably 

not entirely useless, in one sense of the wordðbut our works are not the fruit.  I see so 

many good works that go on at St. Timothy Lutheran Churchðworks that bear much fruit 

in the life of our children, youth and families. It is evident they are not your works, but the 

works of Christ.  Thank you for the good works you doðnot to improve your standing 

with God, but to show Christ to your neighbor, your family, your family in faith at St. 

Timothy! 
    

http://www.bookofconcord.org/heidelberg.php#19


Wonderful Wednesdays Schedule: 

 
November 4thï Giving Our All 

November 11thï go to Bluegrass Terrace and do activity with them,  

(we must leave promptly at 6:00!) 

November 18th-Haitian Dinnerï We will sing the óSparkô song  

at the beginning of the service. 

November 25thï Thanksgiving Breakï no WWW 

 

 

***********  

 

Confirmation I & II Schedule ï All Classes 6pm ï 7:30pm 
 

 

Wednesday, November 4 ï Apostlesô Creed ï Contemporary Worship 

 

Wednesday, November 11 ï Apostleôs Creed 

 

Wednesday, November 18 ï How to Work for Justice and Peace On Behalf of 

People Who Are Poor and Oppressed (Thanksgiving Night in the Hunger Fight) 

 

Wednesday, November 25 - T'Giving Break - NO CONFIRMATION  
 

 
 

   *************  

Sr. High Youth 

November 8th  9:15 Discuss Church Visit 

      4:00 E & A with Dr. Amy Jill Levin 

November 15th  9:15 Class visits Jehovahôs Witness 

November 22nd 9:15 Class discussion: last Sundayôs church visit 

November 29th  9:15 Class discussion on óOur Neighborôs Faithô 

 

 



2009 All -TN Lutheran Youth Gathering 
 

Clothed with Christ...a new kind of fashion 
 

November 21-22 
Clyde M. York 4-H Center 

Crossville, TN 
 

Eligible Ages:  The ELCA Southeastern Synod All Tennessee 
Youth Gathering is for 6th through 12th graders 

 

Registration:  Opens Sept. 10, 2009  
and closes November 10th, 2009 

 

Register through St. Timothy! Matt Steinhauer 
 

Cost: $80/per person 
Includes lodging for 1 night, 3 meals,  

programming and t-shirt 
 

Please get your registration in as soon as possible! 
 

Deadline is November 10th! 

"Fried Chicken"  
(aka Young Adults of St. Timothy) 

 

The group is presently reading and discussing Don Millerôs book: óBlue Like Jazzò.  Our schedule 

for the month is: 

 Nov. 8-Dr. Amy-Jill Levine 4:00 St. Timothy 

 Nov. 18-Thanksgiving Night in the Hunger Fight. We will be helping set-up and clean-up.   

 Nov. 20-7:00 Don Miller Lecture at the Church at Hope Park 

 Nov. 22-6:00 book study continued at the home of PF (munchies provided) 

 

 December 6-4:00 German Advent Service at St. Timothy 

 December 13-book study 

 December 20-8:00-10:00 Young Adult Christmas Drop-in 

 December 27-6:00 Dinner and a movie 



The following article was written by Lake Lambert III, son of Evelyn Drake.  He is a Diaconal 

Minister in the Lutheran Church.   



 



November Mission Focus...  
 

Gene Brown Elementary School  
Holiday gift baskets  

 

Gene Brown Elementary Schools is one of the 

schools in our area that have several children 

that are termed óhomelessô. In 2008 we gath-

ered food stuffs for their week-end backpack 

program.  The items were sent home each  

Friday with the child to make sure they  

had food for the week-end.   

 

This year we have been asked to donate food 

items for their Holiday Gift Baskets.   

 

 

Please bring the following items and place in the box in the narthex.   

 

If you have any questions, please call the church office @ 824-6244. 

 

 

Cans of Corn    Cans of Green Beans    Instant Potatoes 

 

Macaroni and cheese   Stuffing        Cans of Cranberry Sauce 

 

Packages of gravy mix Brownie/dessert mix    Bags of cookies 

 

Cereal      Peanut Butter      Jars of Jelly 

 

Ham or turkey breast (put in the kitchen refrigerator and notify office)  

 

This collection of items will continue until Sunday, November 22nd. 

 

 

 







Happy Birthday to you!  
 

Sarah Alexander      1st 

Grace Stone       1st 

Melissa House      2nd 

Bill Lude        2nd 

Jamie Clary       3rd 

Fred Pasteur      3rd 

D.C. Roberts      3rd 

Melissa Luther      4th 

Rob Bull        5th 

Andy Blomquist      5th 

Chris Sabia       5th 

Joline West       5th 

Matt Steinhauer     6th 

Teresa Gravelle      7th 

Janet Gushura      8th 

Donna White      10th 

Pat Kirkpatrick      12th 

Bryan Blackman     13th 

Mark Farrar      13th 

Jeremy Tingler      13th 

Mike Bradley      14th 

Katherine Ramsay     15th 

Angel Arnold      16th 

Lance McMinn      19th 

Jill Rathert       19th 

John Trantum      19th 

Suzanne Clark      20th 

Joseph Tingler      21st 

Erin Tieman       23rd 

Todd Odum       25th 

Andrew Warner      25th 

Turner Davidson     26th 

Courtney Pierpaoli    27th 

Shannon Goins      28th 

Nancy Bowman      29th 

Steven Luther      29th 

Emily Bull       30th 

Sherry Freel       30th 

Happy Anniversary!  
Randy and Holly Adkins     5th 

Bill and Nancy Bowman     6th 

Michael and Suzanne Clark    8th 

Jon and Vicki Gullette      10th 

Paul and Katherine Ramsay    10th 

Ken and Sue Crider      13th 

Sean and Sarah Alexander    15th 

Norm and Evon Nelson     15th 

Gary and Cathy Abel      17th 

Don and Evelyn Drake     18th 

Eric and Robin Lundquist    18th 

John and Robin Schaffer     21st 

Arnie and Anne Thies      22nd 

David and Bonnie Parker    23rd 

Bill and Maxine Rogers     23rd 

Ken and Marlene Sherman    23rd 

 
 

November 

 BIRTHDAYS &  
ANNIVERSARIES 



Welca news  
  

A huge thank you to all who baked for our Oktoberfest Cake Walk!  The children had a blast 

and most took home a delicious cake or cupcakes!  Funds raised will be used to complete our 

Fellowship Hall Project. 

 

Upcoming WELCA dates to mark in your Calendar: 

 

November 22 ï Time and Talent Fair 

Visit our table in the Fellowship Hall to learn more about WELCA and to sign up 

for our Holiday activities, includingé.é 

 

December 6 ï 2nd Annual WELCA Cookie Walk  

WELCA Ladies are asked to bake 6 dozen Christmas cookies.  Cookies can be 

brought to the Kitchen on Saturday (Dec. 5) from 5 ï 6 pm or early Sunday 

morning. Between the 8 a.m. and 10:30 services, ñshoppersò can fill and pur-

chase a bucket of home made cookies.  Sign up on the kiosk in the narthex. 

 

December 7 ï Annual WELCA Christmas Party  

All the ladies of the parish are invited to join us as we recognize two St. Timôs 

women by naming TOTS scholarships in their honor.  Secret Sisters will come 

out of hiding with their Christmas gifts and Secret Sisters for 2010 will be 

drawn.  You are welcome to bring a grab bag gift to exchange if you donôt have 

a Secret Sister.  A catered dinner, good fellowship and door prizes will complete 

the evening.  Tickets ($12) will be on sale in the Narthex on November 15, and 

29 and at our WELCA table at the Time & Talent Weekend.   

 

Kroger Cards will be available for purchase when Christmas Party Tickets are being sold 

and are also available by calling Michele Owens at 305-2544.  Remember, in addition to your 

own use, Kroger cards, ñloadedò with $10, make good holiday gifts and are a ñsensitiveò way 

to help out a neighbor or co-worker who may be experiencing financial difficulties.  Addi-

tional funds can be added to the cards at Krogerôs and WELCA will receive a percentage.   

 

 

Remember, ALL St. Timothy women are members of WELCA 

ï no applications, no dues, what a deal! 



 
ALF Annual Christmas party  

 
Saturday, December 5  
Wynbrooke Clubhouse  

7:00 pm  
Bring a snack to share, punch is provided  

Bring your own libation  
 

Bring your dirty Santa ornament exchange  
 

Sign ups and directions will be on the kiosk  
 

Thank you to Pastor Emeritus Paul and Miriam Frank  
for their gracious offer.  

 



 
Adventsgottesdienst 

German Advent  
Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Am zweiten Adventssonntag, dem 6. Dezember 2009, findet ein Adventsgottesdienst statt.  

Beginn ist um 16.00 Uhr in der St. Timothy Lutheranische Kirche.  Viele Musikanten (inklusiv 

Orgel, Flöte, Gitarre, Geige, Ziehharmonika, Glockenchor) stimmen mit weihnachtlichen 

Klängen auf den Gottesdienst ein.   Danach sind sie herzlich eingeladen für Kaffee und 

Weihnachtsgebäck.   

 

Willkommen in dieser feierlichen Adventsstunde! 

 

There will be an Advent service on the second Sunday in Advent, December 6, 2009.  The  

service will start at 4:00 pm at St. Timothy Lutheran Church.  Many musicians (including organ, 

flute, guitar, violin, accordion and bell choir) will be offering the sounds of Christmas throughout 

the service.   Afterwards you are invited to join us for light refreshments (German Christmas 

baked goods and coffee) in the fellowship hall. 

You are all invited to attend the potluck dinner and  

installation service for our new pastor. 

Pastor Lewis Groce 

Installation Service and Potluck dinner  

 

Saturday, November 21st 

5:00 Potluck Dinner 

6:30 Installation Service 



 

We will also be sponsoring Operation Christmas Childé. 

 



Operation Christmas Child  

 

The young adults of St. Timothy are sponsoring 

the gathering of  

shoeboxes filled with Christmas gifts for  

children. 

 

Samaritanôs Purse will collect those millions of 

boxes and ship them overseas for delivery to 

children in over 100 countries around the globe. 

 

There are girls and boys all over the world who would treasure a box of 

gifts from someone like you.  Together, we can see children, families 

and even entire communities transformed for the glory of God. 

 

Fill a shoe box with toys, school supplies, hygiene items, hard candy, 

and a personal note.  Label it for a girl or boy age 2-4, 5-9 or 10-14. 

We ask for a $7.00 donation to help cover shipping and other project 

costs.   

 

Start collecting your items and shoeboxes and drop them off in the  

narthex by the mailboxes.    

 

Collection dates are NOW to November 22nd.  

 

 


