
January 2012   News for members & friends of St. Timothy Lutheran Church, Hendersonville, TN 37075 

From the Pastor.... 

 
2012.  New Year - new beginning - new opportunity.  The Church begins each new calendar year  with two significant 

feast days.  The first is the Name of Jesus (Jan 1) and the second is Epiphany (Jan 6).  We begin each new calendar year 

acknowledging the identity into which we are baptized.  It is Jesus who is the head of the Church - the Lord of our lives 

and the author of our identity.  The name most unique - the name above all names - causing each and every knee to bow 

(ours included).  We begin again walking together - walking “wet” with baptismal waters - following after Jesus. 

 

Epiphany (making manifest) is equally telling.  The Wisemen are drawn from afar to behold - to worship - to participate 

in the Christ event.  As the identity and lordship of Christ are lifted up and made plain for all to see, ministry is not sim-

ply a goal - it is a way of life.  Stewardship is not a “focus” in November - it is a year long practice of our faith and life 

together.  Through our actions and priorities, we too “make manifest” the ministry entrusted to us.  We “make plain” 

who it is that leads our lives and shapes our days.  Epiphany “makes plain” the identity of Christ and it also provides in-

sight into who we are and how we live together as community. 

 

Some other significant events will take place in the month of January here at St. Timothy.  Your newly elected Council 

will gather for a retreat Saturday, January 7th.  Please pray for us and we come together to plan for the years ahead.  You 

have elected these men and women to guide and direct our shared ministry.  This can only be done effectively when sur-

rounded by prayer.   

 

The next two Saturdays have been scheduled for “open meetings” or “listening meetings” if you will.  I want you, the 

congregation, to have the opportunity to tell me what is on your mind.  Within the congregation of St. Timothy, what is 

going well - what is not?  What has you excited about our life together?  What would you like to see changed?  There is 

no set agenda for this time together  - but from 9-11 on these Saturdays, I look forward to hearing from you.  Hopefully 

some of our Council people will be present as well! 

 

Also during this time, I will be able to pass along what has come out of the Council retreat.  Perhaps we can start a new 

system of open, frank and clear communication between our congregation members, Council and committees.  Open, 

frank and clear communication - now there’s a concept!   

 

Obviously, hundreds of individual ideas and opinions will not be put into practice as the result of a couple of meetings - 

but I hope that trends and patterns will begin to emerge.  I believe that as we meet and talk together, our common minis-

try will become more clear (there’s that Epiphany image).  Where do we want to go in the coming year and years?  What 

is it that is important to us as a congregation belonging to Jesus Christ, planted here in Hendersonville, with global reach 

through the SE Synod and the ELCA? 

 

I have a few ideas... but I certainly do not have all the answers.  I want to hear what you think.  I want to know where 

you see us going.  Once vision begins to clarify, I have no doubt that we will move forward carrying the name of Jesus 

and making plain His ministry in this place!   

  

Happy New Year and God’s Peace- 

 

Pr. Groce  
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St. Timothy Activities 

Weekly schedule  

Worship: Sat. 5:30 P.M. 
     Sun. 8:00A.M. & 10:30 A.M.  
Sunday School: 9:15 A.M.  
Office hours: 10:00 a.m.– 3:00 p.m. M–F 

Sunday School classes 

Sun. 9:15–10:15 A.M. 

   Nursery: Up to age 3 

   K4-K5—Room 10 
   1st -2nd grade—Room 7 
   3rd-4th grade—Room 4 
   5th grade—Room 2 

   Youth (6th–12th grade) 
   6th-7th-Lutherland 
 8th—Confirmation Room 
 (Former Bean Bag Room) 
   9th—High school—Room 3 
 
   Adult class—Room 1 
 

Other groups 

Men’s Bible Study 
Women’s Bible Study (2 groups W & F) 
Sunshine Girls Bible Study 
Intercessory Prayer Circle 



The Vicar’s View 
by Vicar Monica Weber 

We prepared for Jesus during Advent with HOPE: Helping Other People Everyday. 

We celebrated joyfully with beloved carols, readings and family celebrations on 

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day. When you receive this issue of the Tidings, it will 

still be part of "The Twelve Days of Christmas", which begins on December 25 and 

ends on January 6 with Epiphany. Epiphany literally means "manifestation" in Koine 

Greek, the language used by the gospel writers to record the events and deeds of Je-

sus. We celebrate Epiphany as the manifestation of Jesus, God's Son, to the Gentiles 

who are represented by the Magi, those wise men who followed the star in the East to 

pay tribute to the great King in Christ.  Jesus manifested God's power and glory in 

human form, to offer us a living example of God's incomprehensible love for human-

ity. Jesus the man lived in our midst for a brief time, but Jesus the Son of God reigns 

with God the Father in heaven, and he is with us every second of every day, whether 

or not we engage in a relationship with him. This new year, how will you "manifest" 

the love Jesus gives us? You can put your head, heart and hands to do God's good 

work, and receive countless joys from the community of faith that God created us to 

be. Or you can "retire" and sit back...apart from the fun, fellowship and faith. I hope 

you'll join me and St Timothy members, roll up your sleeves, and receive the great 

gift God has given us in the opportunities to participate in community that are all 

around us. May God continue to bless us in 2012!  



From the Program Director  

Happy New Year!  By the time you read this, I will have broken most of my resolutions - some 

things never change!  However, there are some things on the radar that will get us off to a good 

start for a spiritually prosperous new year. 

 

January 8th is Youth Sunday.  You won’t want to miss this weekend as our  

youth lead us in worship at all three services.   Our church has a rich future with such wonderful 

young people ready to take on leadership roles.  Be sure to recognize their efforts! 

 

January 8th, the Learning Committee will be hosting an appreciation breakfast for all Sunday 

Church School teachers and their families beginning at 7:30 A.M.  A special way of saying thanks 

for their time and talent commitment.  This has been a great year and it is time to celebrate!    Be 

sure to thank the teachers and the substitutes. Don’t forget Heidi, who teaches the adult Sunday 

School class. 

 

January 11th  Prayer Shawl Ministry begins.  All persons who knit, crochet, or sew are invited 

to meet at 6:00, following the Wednesday supper.  The shawls that we make will be given away 

unconditionally, they may not be sold.  “The making of a shawl is a spiritual practice which em-

bodies our thoughts and prayers for the receiver”.  “Made in prayer, as prayer, for prayer, the 

shawls are passed on hand-to-hand and heart-to-heart.”  This first meeting will organiza-

tional.   You will not need to bring yarn and needles with you on the 11th. Call Ginny 822-8044 for 

more information. 

 

January 15th, Bring a Friend to Sunday School.  We will have special treats and activities in all 

classes for our friends.  Ask your friends now to save the date. 

 

First Communion Instruction will begin with a parent meeting on Wednesday,  January 18th 

at 6:00 P.M.  This first meeting will last approximately 1/2 hour.  At least one parent should ac-

company the child to the classes. All children in grades 1 & 2 are included in this class. The chil-

dren are making their First Communion or their Special Communion on Maundy Thursday, April 5 

during the service at 7:00 P.M. 

 

Other events to look forward to are: 
 

Å   Vacation Bible School Planning begins.  Tentative dates are June 10 - June 15. 

 

Å   Christian Art Exhibit and performance (Youth and Adult)  is set for March 4  

    from 4-6 followed by a potluck. 

 

Peace and blessings for all in 2012, 

 
Ginny Gauerke 

programdirector@sttimothyonline.org  

mailto:programdirector@sttimothyonline.org


There will be two listening meetings  scheduled in January.  They will be on Satur-

day morning from 9-11 AM January 14th and January 21st.   This is your opportunity to 

speak your mind - have your say - put in your two cents worth ( or more if you 

wish ).  So, I suppose, you could call these talking meetings.   I want to know 

what you think - I want to know what you are happy about and what concerns you.  I 

hope to have some of the Council present for these meetings as well!   

 

I make no guarantees that everything you bring up will be taken care of ... but I can 

guarantee that I will be listening and you will be heard.  I know that not everyone is 

comfortable talking in the formal setting of a congregational meeting.  Think about this 

as a fireside chat without the fire place.   Get together with your brothers and sisters 

for honest conversation.  Doesn t cost you anything except time.  I m willing to 

spend some time in an effort to improve ministry in this place - how about you? 

Listening Meetings 



On distribution of Holy Communion 

 

The Eucharist or Holy Communion is above all a meal. And it is not mere bread and wine. We actu-

ally eat the Lord’s body, and we drink the Lord’s blood. It is an eschatological feast, that is, a fore-

taste of the heavenly banquet. These facts shape how the elements are distributed. There are several 

possible modes of distribution. All of them assume that the elements are always handled with rever-

ence and dignity, for they are the living Christ (Apology of the Augsburg Confession, article XXIV). 

Lutherans call the elements the means of grace, for through the eating and drinking we receive noth-

ing less than the absolute presence of Jesus Christ. And we become what we eat, little Christs. 

 

The most basic question to ask of any method of distribution is how well it responds to Christ’s com-

mand to "take and eat" and to "drink from this, all of you...." At Christ’s Last Supper, it is likely that 

he took a piece of bread, blessed the bread by giving thanks to God (as we do in the eucharistic 

prayer), broke the bread and gave it to his disciples as they were together at table. It is also likely that 

he took a cup of wine, blessed it by giving thanks to God, and gave it for the disciples to share by 

drinking from the cup. 

 

Bread 
Today there are several methods of distribution. Traditionally, the bread is distributed by a ordained 

pastor (usually the presiding minister), and the chalice that holds the wine is borne by a lay assisting 

minister. 

"The use of leavened bread is the most ancient attested practice of the Church, and gives witness to 

the connection between the Eucharist and ordinary life. Unleavened bread underscores the Passover 

themes which are present in the biblical accounts of the Last Supper." (The Use of the Means of 

Grace (The ELCA’s official statement on sacramental practices), 44B. 

There is an ancient tradition (from the fourth century) for communicants to make their hands into a 

"throne" for the King of kings. This "throne" is made by placing the open right hand upon and across 

the open left hand (forming a cross). Both hands are then used to bring the bread to the mouth. 

Wine 
The wine in the Eucharist is normally distributed from a stemmed cup (chalice) from which each per-

son can drink; this is referred to as the "common cup." The act of actually drinking is what Christ 

commanded. There is a profound theology of the entire assembly drinking from one (or more if the 

congregation is large) common cup. It conveys the communal nature of the sacrament, and of the 

Christian life, by virtue of our Baptism. We who are baptized are all one in Christ. This applies also to  



eating from one loaf, rather than using individual wafers. When using the common cup, the chal-

ice bearers should be instructed about how to wipe the rim inside and out after each communicant 

with a purificator. Studies have not shown any hygiene problem with the chalice, although it is 

common courtesy for communicants who have colds or other contagious maladies either to intinct 

(see below) or to receive only the bread. A silver chalice seems to be the best for hygiene. 

 

Some congregations have a chalice with a pouring lip, so that communicants may take a small 

empty glass and have the chalice bearer pour wine into it. This, again, puts somewhat less empha-

sis on the commonality and community of drinking from one chalice. However, it does fulfill 

Christ’s command to "drink." 

Another method, intinction, is dipping the bread into the chalice. This is less desirable because it 

is not actual drinking. However, if intinction is used, it is preferable to use to use hosts rather than 

actual bread, in order to preclude crumbs from falling into the chalice, which is not pleasing for 

the communicants who follow. Problems of this sort can be avoided by having separate chalices 

for intinction. 

Another method involves handing out individual pre-filled glasses. However, this eliminates the 

sense of commonality and community. As well, if clean cotton gloves are not used by the altar 

guild when putting the glasses into the tray, there can be a hygiene problem. Studies have shown 

that there can actually be more of a hygiene problem with the individual glasses than with the 

common cup. Additional studies have demonstrated that the worst hygiene problem is with the 

hands of the ministers and the altar guild. For many years (and still in some places now) ministers 

washed their hands just before the distribution, a practice still to be commended. 

The unfortunate recent innovation of disposable plastic cups is convenient, but it is sadly ironic 

that after years of environmentalists pleading not to use disposable plastic or foam coffee cups, 

that congregations should embrace this innovation for Communion. This innovation carries all the 

concerns of "discarding" sacramental wine left in each cup, as well as further enacting our "throw 

away" culture. More importantly, the question of whether they are worthy to hold the Blood of 

Christ must be asked. 

Other Considerations 
Communicants may stand or kneel to receive the bread and wine. In many congregations the min-

isters stand at the center front of the aisle, so that there can be continuous communion. The ancient 

practice was to receive by standing. In the present time, in some congregations, communicants 

kneel during Lent and/or Holy Week, but stand during the remainder of the year. Certainly they 

should stand during the Easter season, enacting the season of Christ’s Resurrection. 

Disabled or infirm persons may sit in the front pew, where the ministers may take Communion to 

them at the beginning of the distribution. They are as much members of the sacramental commu-

nity as anyone else. 

The sign of the cross may be made by communicants before receiving the bread and after receiv-

ing the wine. This ritual action recalls and proclaims Christ’s death on the cross and our union 

with him through Baptism and Eucharist. 

The distribution may be accompanied by music or by silence. 



 

A big THANK YOU goes out to the brave souls that endured a cold morning 

(Saturday Dec. 10)to clean up our designated section of Highway 31E. Those 

brave souls are: Carol and Tim Webster, Jim Dineen, David Brau, Bill Hoffman, 

Karen and Fred See, Baker Kirkpatrick.  

 

Also, thanks goes to all the people that have helped throughout the year to 

keep the road to St. Timothy clean. Watch for a posting of our next Road War-

rior event in March 2012.  

 

Baker Kirkpatrick  

Thank you for the Christmas 

gift.  Rest assured it will be 

put to good use. 

 

Amy, Justin, Taylor, and 

Lewis Groce 

“LET THE GAMES (and fellowship) BE-

GINò FELLOWSHIP 

starting January 26th 
 

In an effort to take the chill out of the 

dreary months of winter there is a new 

group forming at St. Timothy. It is strictly 

for fun and fellowship, be it learning to 

play different games together, or just en-

joying talking and getting to know each 

other better.  So MARK YOUR CALEN-

DARS NOW, bring a friend, your favorite 

games, or just your cheerful sunshiny 

voice, and also bring a sack lunch, come 

join your St. Timothy friends on THURS-

DAY, JANUARY 26th at 11:00 (until 

whenever) in Fellowship Hall. We plan 

on making this a once a month festivity 

on the 4th Thursday of each month, except 

probably not November or December!! 

Nancy Bowmanõs Birthday 



A Note from Lisaé. 

Psallam Spiritu et Mente  

 

 
ñSing with the Spirit and with the understanding also.ò 1 Cor. 14:15  
 
 

This time of year we like singing ñWe Three Kingsò and hearing the story from the Gospel of Mat-
thew about wise men coming from the East who saw a star and then began looking for a king; about 
foiling Herod; and about precious gifts of gold, Frank -incense, and myrrh. The account says, ñthe 
star went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. And when they were 
come into the house, - they saw ï and fell down, and worshipped himò. Their faith journey came to 
fruition ï they saw face to face.    
 
ñO God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: Lead us, 
who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face to face.ò Prayer for 
Epiphany  
 
Henry Vaughan might have had this in mind when writing his poem, ñPeaceò. It is gloriously set to 
music by Hubert Parry from Songs of Farwell .  
 
 

My Soul, there is a country afar beyond the stars, 
 

Where stands a winged sentry all skillful in the wars;  
 

There, above noise and danger sweet Peace sits, crownôd with smiles, 
 

And One born in a manger commands the beauteous files. 
 

He is thy gracious friend and (O my Soul awake!) 
 

Did in pure love descend, to die here for thy sake. 
 

If thou canst get but thither, there grows the flowôr of peace, 
 

The rose that cannot wither, thy fortress, and thy ease. 
 

Leave then thy foolish ranges, for none can thee secure, 
 

But One, who never changes, 
 

Thy God, thy life, thy cure. 
 
 
This new year, follow the star, Bethlehem is not far ahead. Press on. Rejoice that you have seen the 
star, and, when your journey is complete, kneel, worship, open your treasure and present it to Him. 
Then, look far beyond the stars with a faith secure, face to face with the óOne who never changes, 
Thy God, thy life, thy cureô - PEACE. 
 
Lisa ♫ 



8
th

-12
th

 Grade Spirituality Day January 28 at St 

Tim!! 
 

 

Grab a friend and come dash your dreary winter blues with your St Tim pals and Vicar Monica at 

St Timothy on Saturday, Jan 28, from 10am-3pm. We’re gonna talk about Spirituality (what it is, 

what it means, why it’s cool) learn about Centering Prayer and meditation, see if we can figure 

out a way to get a Youth Video Ministry Team started, laugh and hang out, and sing AFFIRM 

songs with a band! There’ll be donuts and OJ for breakfast, plus sloppy joes and brownies for 

lunch.  Cost is $10 per person to cover food and the most awesome t-shirt you’ve ever seen…

(trust me, you’ll want one…). Email Vicar Monica if you have questions…and YES, your friends 

are invited but they MUST register! 

 

 

-----------------------clip, fill out attach $10 and place in mailbox #16 by Jan 25-----------------------

- 

  

Please fill out this registration form, attach $10 (payable to St Timothy Spirituality Day) 

and place in Vicar Monicaôs St Tim Mailbox, #16, NO LATER THAN WEDNESDAY 

JANUARY 25!! 

  

Name_________________________________________________________  

 

Grade ___________________ 

  

Cell Phone # (for emergency contact use only) _____________________________________ 

  

Email address (for updates and Info ______________________________________________ 



       Sr High Activities 
 

 

Upcoming Activities: 

 

Youth Service Weekend 1/7 & 1/8 - Youth will lead ALL services this weekend. 

 

TEC Weekend 1/14-1/16 - see Cheri Glor for more details 

 

Under the Bridge Ministry 

 

Pancake Breakfast 1/29 

 

Upcoming:  Gatlinburg Trip in Presidents Day weekend - see Jenna Butz for more  info 

 

Please see any of the Sr. High teachers for more information, Jynni Bowyer, Paul Frank 

Amy or Justin Groce. 

NEWS FROM F.L.Y.  

(Fellowship of Lutheran Youth - grades 6, 7 and 8) 
 

 

January 8th: More details to come 

 

January 29th: No FLY since everyone will be at the Spirituality Day on the 

28th 

 
 COME JOIN US FOR ALL OF THE FUN!  If you have any questions, or want to be 

added to our e-mail list please be sure to contact Mrs. Motz at jgmotz@bellsouth.net.  



Wonderful Wednesdays/LL4L Schedule  

January  

 

Wonderful Wednesdayôs (WW) 
 

Jan 4th   - No WW 
Jan 11th - Movie night  - wear your pj's if you want 
Jan 18th - Snowman craft 
Jan 25th - Game night - bring your favorite board games 
 

None Jan 1st 

After Children's sermon or at the beginning of the first reading, children 4 yrs 
old - 3rd grade please meet in the Narthex for L4LL. 
 

Both programs follow the Sumner County School Schedule.  If Sumner 

Co schools are out (breaks, holidays, weather) these programs will be 

also be out.  



News from Trinity/HOPE   

 

Trinity/HOPE is blessed to have support in this congregation for its feeding programs for the hungry 

children in Christian Schools in Haiti.  Each month we provide an article (as below) which can be 

published in church newsletters to aid in updating and keeping our supporters current on our pro-

grams. 

 

Hope & Love Mixed into the Menu! 

Monday – Beans & Rice and Sauce; Tuesday – Beans & Corn and Sauce; Wednesday - Beans & Rice 

and a Sauce (again??); Thursday - Beans & Corn and Sauce (again??); Friday - Beans & Rice and a 

Sauce (again??) 

Monday – Beans & Rice and Sauce and HOPE!; Tuesday – Beans & Corn and Sauce and HOPE!; 

Wednesday - Beans & Rice and a Sauce and HOPE!, Thursday - Beans & Corn and Sauce and HOPE!, 

Friday - Beans & Rice and a Sauce and HOPE! 

Did you notice the difference? The first series of menus would probably be spoken just as blandly in 

homes and schools in America - maybe you’ve had similar thoughts at your kitchen table when you’ve 

had a lot of leftovers after Thanksgiving dinner - or Christmas dinner - or, just plain, dinner and two other 

meals every day? However, the second series of menus is looked forward to by the children in schools in 

Haiti with Trinity/HOPE’s meal programs! Those are their favorite foods, and sadly for some, that’s their 

only meal of the day. The thankfulness and hope of the children is quite evident as they join in their meal 

prayers, and the volume of chatter rises around their little wooden plank desks and seats!  

Why the difference? The difference is having food to eat - which can translate into hope for living an-

other day, even in the poorest of conditions. When coupled together with the love of the Lord Jesus in the 

message with the meal, the children also know there’s hope not only for tomorrow, but for eternity! Let’s 

not forget the love and HOPE that is mixed into the menu by the Lord in whatever menu is prepared for 

our tables as well! 

Thank you for giving that love and HOPE of Jesus in whatever way you are blessed by Jesus to give to 

Trinity/HOPE to meet the needs of the schools’ meal programs. And spread the word - there are still 

many children in Haiti who are looking forward to (and praying for) their school being able to receive a 

meal program in the future!  

Pastor John Gierke 

Peace Lutheran, Conway, AR 



Steve Fox, Business & Finance, and Jynni Bowyer were present but not voting. 

 

Call to Order 

Heidi White led a devotion based on an essay titled “Peace in a Bottle of Joy”. President Gary declared a quorum. 

The October Regular Meeting and October Called Meeting Minutes were accepted. 

 

Old Business  

2012 Ministry Plan 

Steve Fox presented the Business & Finance budget proposal.  After discussion it was decided to call a meeting on 

November 21st to prepare a Ministry Plan for the Congregational Meeting. 

 

The TOTS Task Force is working to prepare a budget for 2012. 

 

Professional Leadership – Pastor has met with the committee 

Jeff King, Doug Hunter, Melissa House, Alan Honea 

 

Communication 

Web site updates; online giving is now possible on the church web site.   

 

Congregational Meeting  December 4 

Nominating Committee 

Heidi White, Gary Meyer, Holly Adkins, David Brau have met and are contacting potential council nominees. 

Ministry Plan – Called Meeting November 21st at 6:30 pm 

Voting Members for Synod Assembly 

Recommending Amy Groce, Gary & Janan Meyer 

 

Labyrinth Rededication 

The St. Timothy labyrinth was rededicated on All Saints Sunday at a candle light worship.  Thanks were given for 

the efforts of those who refurbished and made the labyrinth more accessible. 

 

School Messenger 

Jynni Bowyer reported the communication system is a work in progress, she hopes to have it operational by the end 

of November. 

 

Choir Room Storage 

Bill Lude reported he is communicating with Jay Meyers and working with Harold’s Cabinetry on an estimate for 

the work needed. 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Highlights 

November 14, 2011  6:30 pm 



 

Committee Reports 

Business & Finance, Pastor, Program Director, Vicar, Learning, Planning, Property submitted written 

reports. Copies are on file in the church office. 

Program Director’s Report 

Ginny noted that there is a written procedure in place for reporting abuse. 

Outreach – Haiti Dinner Wednesday, November 16th  

Stewardship -- An email has been sent to persuade unpledged families to make a commitment. 

Worship and Music –Further discussion of carillons and stained glass windows pending long range 

planning/ Congregational vote on relocation. 

Youth – Two service projects – Christmas boxes for school children, and a dinner November 26th
 

  

New Business 

Purchase Order system  

Ginny Gauerke has devised with the approval of B & F a new, streamlined Purchase Order system to bet-

ter monitor spending.  Copy attached.  She asked that council liaisons share with their committee people. 

 

Drop Box (shared database) 

Vicar Monica Weber has implemented Drop Box – a shared data base program.  Drop Box is currently 

being used for a shared church calendar.  

 

Adjournment/Prayer 

 

The meeting closed at 8:30 p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Holly Adkins 

Council Secretary 

 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Highlights 

November 14, 2011  6:30 pm 



Call to Order 

President Gary called the meeting to order at 6:35 for the purpose of preparing a Ministry Plan to present to the 

congregation on December 4th. 

 

Ginny Gauerke led the group in prayer. 

 

Old Business  

2012 Ministry Plan 

 

Michele Owens introduced a work sheet she had prepared with the best information received from Business & Fi-

nance.  Michele had been informed that $388,000.00 represented 85% of pledges made.  This number did not in-

clude anticipated, but not yet received commitments.  Using this information the Council decided to proceed with 

a targeted amount of $394, 450.00 not including potential pledges not made. 

 

Pastor Groce had a digital form loaded on his laptop for “real time” updates. 

 

The Council Members assembled painstakingly reviewed the budget proposal, cutting spending at every possible 

line. Including moving items such as funds for a Long Range Planning Survey, replacement of carpeting and 

building upkeep, future advertising (Evangelism), as well as Worship flowers, decorations, visiting musicians, and 

Sunday School and Bible Study materials to a “Wish List” status. 

 

Sheri Fuchser made a motion to present this Ministry Plan to the Congregation  

Projected Giving         $414,450.00 

 

Program Spending       $358,206.45 

Mortgage Principal      $ 50,710.02 

                                     $408,916.47 

 

Heidi White seconded the motion. The motion passed with no nays heard. 

Pastor Groce will email a revised copy of the Ministry Plan to Council Members. 

 

Adjournment/Prayer 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Holly Adkins 

Council Secretary 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 

Called Council Meeting Agenda 

November 21, 2011  6:30 pm 



Call to Order 

Vice President Heidi White called the meeting to order at 11:57 a.m. and led the congregation in prayer.  A quo-

rum was declared for the purpose of transacting business.  Heidi acknowledged the receipt of various Annual 

Reports made available by email and printed copy.   

 

Old Business 

Relocate, Renovate, Repair 

In 2007 St. Timothy voted to relocate, in 2008 for a variety of reasons the council tabled the process, and efforts 

to buy land or building ceased.  

 

Heidi asked that the congregation vote by written ballot to affirm the previous Congregational Council Action to 

table the 2007 Congregational Vote to relocate St. Timothy. 

 

The ballot was tallied at 75 yes, 12 no.  Therefore, the congregation voted to affirm the previous Council Action 

to table relocation of the congregation of St. Timothy. 

 

New Business 

Voting Members for Synod Assembly 

Amy Groce, Gary & Janan Meyer 

Holly Adkins made a motion to accept the nominating committee’s recommendation of Amy Groce, Gary 

Meyer, and Janan Myer as voting members at the Synod Assembly Meeting in Atlanta, June 2012. Sheri Fuchser 

seconded and the motion carried with no nays heard. 

 

Election of Council Members 

Heidi thanked the Council Members for their commitment and service.   

Blair Butz (2012) and Sheri Fuchser (2013) have agreed to serve another term.  Jenna Butz (2012) has agreed to 

serve as Youth Representative.   Steve Elbert has expressed a willingness to accept a nomination. 

 

Heidi expressed frustration and disappointment that the nominating committee was unsuccessful in its effort to 

present a full slate of members to serve as Council Members.  Therefore, the floor was opened for nomination 

or volunteers willing to serve. 

Al Lomen, Steve Fox, Steve Elbert, and Steve Glor rose to their feet and announced their willingness to serve on 

Council.  There being no other nominations or volunteers,  

 

Pastor Groce made a motion to accept Blair Butz (2012), Jenna Butz (2012), Sheri Fuchser (2013), Al Lomen 

(2014), Steve Fox (2014), Steve Elbert (2014), and Steve Glor  
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2012 Ministry Plan 

Vice President Heidi reflected that The Ministry Plan recommended by Council is not a budget but rather a list 

of items and programs that the Council, staff and committees have requested in order to fulfill their ministry 

goals.  Unfortunately some items have become “wish list”.   

 

Heidi noted that the estimated income included several variable such as pledges expected but not yet received, 

holiday and loose plate offering, and previous pledges not 100% committed.   

 

The Ministry Plan recommended by Council was made available by email and printed copy. 

 

Several questions were asked about salaries and benefits.  Kathy Fox, who served on the Call Committee, noted 

that the compensation for Pastor Groce is based on synod recommendations.  The salary and benefits were ac-

cepted at the time that Pastor Groce was called.  It was noted that the insurance is purchase through the Synod 

and is part of the Letter of Call. Kathy also noted that regrettably insurance is not provided for other employees. 

The bookkeeper budgeted has not been hired.  Jay Myer answered a question about the annual cost of music. 

 

There being no further questions or discussion, Heidi asked all in favor of accepting the 2012 Ministry Plan rec-

ommended by the Council to say aye.  There were no nays heard, the motion passed. 

 

Vicar Monica asked to be heard not as Vicar, but as a 30 year member.  Monica asked those assembled to re-

member that “it is not about money, but about service to others”.   Jim Dineen made mention that good Steward-

ship is key moving forward.  Vice President Heidi thanked Business & Finance for their hard work. 

 

Pastor Groce announced that the Trantum family had named his new car the Holy Roller. 

 

Alex Hansen, Youth Council Representative (2011) thanked the congregation for including a budget line for 

Youth.  She also thanked everyone for their support at the Oktoberfest and invited participation in upcoming ac-

tivities. 

  

Adjournment 

The meeting closed at 12:31 p.m. with a reminder that the German Advent Service would be at 4 p.m.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Holly Adkins, Council Secretary 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


