
January  2010  · News for members & friends of St. Timothy Lutheran Church, Hendersonville, TN 37075 

You have successfully come through Advent.  You are almost through the 12 Days of Christmas (which end 

on January 6th).  For extra credit, what feast do we celebrate now?  Ding - ding - ding... thatôs right:  

Epiphany!  On our calendar it is probably the forgotten Feast!  Most people assume that Epiphany is a 

Greek word meaning ñtime between Christmas and Lent.ò  Not true. 

 Epiphany means ñmaking manifestò or ñmaking known.ò  After all the frantic and frenetic activity of 

Advent/Christmas - this is truly a gift to the Church.  A contemplative and reflective period of stunning 

clarity. 

 Our society has not commercialized this season of the Church.  There are no pageants, no cards to be 

sent and no parties to be attended.  Our cousins to the East make a much bigger deal out of Epiphany, but 

for us - it is all but forgotten.  This is sad - and it is changing. 

 Our community of faith will gather for an Epiphany service on Wednesday, January 6th at 7:00 PM.  The 

light which we anticipate throughout Advent and which we celebrate during Christmas, comes into sharp 

focus with this festival day.   

 The Epistle reading for epiphany is Ephesians (1:1-12).  It is a hymn to Christ and it is magnificent.  

Verses 7-12: ñIn him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 

the riches of his grace that he lavished on us.  With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the 

mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of 

time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.  In Christ we have also obtained 

an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things accord-

ing to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise 

of his glory.ò 

 Another hymn, this one an 8th Century Irish hymn, captures this reading with beauty and grace.  It is 

most fitting for this day and this season.  I commend it to you for daily reflection through Epiphany and  

beyond. 

 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 

 thou my best thought both by day and by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 

 Be thou my wisdom, and though my true word; I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 

 Thou my soulôs shelter, and thou my high towôr, raise thou me heavônward, O Powôr of my powôr. 

 

 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, thou mine inheritance, now and always: 

 thou and thou only, the first in my heart, great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

 

 Light of my soul, after victory won, may I reach heavenôs joys, O heavenôs Sun! 

 Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 

That is the light shining in the darkness - this is the highest and best.  After the wrapping paper is cleared 

away and the company has departed, this pulls us forward.   In the quiet stillness of a winter night - when all 

is in sharp relief.... This Vision dances with welcome and invitation - beckoning to us in ancient song and 

transcendent mystery.  In  silence and celebration, this vision enlivens and enlightens all.  This one made 

manifest is the Christ whose birth we have celebrated and whose ministry we now turn to embrace.  Be 

thou our vision - now and always!!   

 

Godôs Peace-Pr. Groce 
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St. Timothy Activities  

Weekly schedule  

Worship: Sat. 5:30 P.M. 
Sun. 8 & 10:30 A.M. 
Sunday School: Sun. 9:30 A.M. 
Office hours: 9 a.m.ï 3 p.m. MïF 

Sunday School classes  

Sun. 9:30ï10:15 A.M. 

Nursery: Up to age 3 

Preschool classðRoom 5 
Kï1st gradeðRoom 10 
2ndï3rd gradeðRoom 7 
4thï5th gradeðLutherland 

Youth (6th ï12th grade)  
6th Bible ImmersionðRoom  4 
7thï8thðoff fellowship hall 
9thð High schoolðRoom 3 
 
Adult classes  
Sundayôs @ 9:30 am 
 
Wednesdayôs Schedule 
5:00 pm Dinner 
6:00 pm Wonderful Wednesday 
6:00 pm Womenôs Bible Study 
 

Other groups  

Menôs Bible Study 
Womenôs Bible Study 
Searchers  
Intercessory Prayer Circle  

 
 
  

 

 



A huge thank you to Ginny Gauerke and Mary Martinek for 

heading up the decorating for the Christmas season.  The church 

was beautiful!  Thank you also for the live Christmas tree!  

Thank you to the Alexis and Hannah 

Hunter and Hattie Martinek  for deco-

rating the Christmas tree in the narthex.  

Christmas is so much nicer with the 

hands of little ones!   

 Thank you also to the Hunter and  

Martinek parents for bringing their  

children to church for all of us to enjoy. 

Thank you to David, Connor, Courtney and 

Caitlin LaPointe for painting the area  

behind the baptismal font, cleaning the 

baptismal font and painting the outside  

St. Timothyô sign.  It all looks wonderful!   

 We are all so grateful to you and yours! 

Thank you to Jay Myers, choir 

and bell members for the 

beautiful Christmas music.  The 

Lessons and Carols service was 

great.  Thank you for all your  

extra hard work!   

Thank you to Carol and Tim Web-

ster for their contribution of the 

German Advent Service.  It has be-

come a very important, anticipated 

service for our congregation and 

community.  We have people attend-

ing from Nashville, Franklin,  

Cookeville and Crossville.  Thank 

you again! You are appreciated!  

To the St. Timothy congregation, 

 Amy, Justin and Taylor join me in thanking you 

for your very generous Christmas gift as well as the 

love and support you have shown to us as we enter 

this community of faith.  It is truly exciting to be 

part of this community and we are looking forward 

to the ministry which lies ahead.   

 St. Timothy has much to offer to this town, Synod 

and Church and we are grateful for the partnership 

in the Gospel which is present in this place.  Thank 

you, againï and hereôs looking forward to great 

things in 2010! 

   Pastor Groce 



Thanks to all our family and friends who  

continue to walk with Don and I through 

Donsô illness. 

 Also, thanks to everyone who has driven 

us, sat long hours with us and brought in so 

many meals.  It has been a comfort to us to 

enjoy your visits, phone calls, and cards from 

our church family.  

 It is times like these when friendships 

shine the brightest and mean so much to us.  

We are so thankful to be a part of such a 

great church family. 

    Thanks for your prayers, 

    Jolin and Don Pearce 

Dear WELCA and ladies, 

 Iôd like to thank the entire WELCA group 

for honoring Frances Page and me by nam-

ing this yearôs TOTS Scholarships for us.  

The Christmas dinner was delightful, and I 

personally enjoyed seeing so many St. Tim 

friends again.  Never have I received such a 

special honor, nor known such dedicated 

church women who have also been wonder-

fully supportive of Palmer and me doing our 

changing circumstances.   

 

  Godôs blessings always, 

  Cindi Clemmer 

Dear Rosemary and WELCA Board, 

 Thanks so much for all your hard work 

making the WELCA Christmas party perfect! 

 Everyone had a great time and we all  

appreciate your thoughtfulness, your caring 

and your ñartisticò abilities! 

 The food was very good also. 

 Again, thanks for all you do for St. Tims! 

   Jane Steinhauer 

Dear Rosemary and WELCA Board, 

 Thank you for a wonderful evening of food and fellowship at the WELCA Christmas party.  

The decorations were gorgeous, the food was delicious, the devotion was inspiring (thanks 

Shirley!) and the company was lively.   

 A wonderful time was had by all-thank you! 

Dear Rosemary,  I want to thank you and the 

women at St. Timothy for honoring me through 

the TOTS Scholarship.  Iôm always amazed at 

the many good things WELCA does, and to be 

honored this way is very special to me.   

  Thank you, 

   Frances Page 



Dear Friends, 

 Thank you so much for investing in this 

ministry.  We are so grateful!  Thank you for 

valuing life.  May you know more and more 

the depth of the love of Jesus this year!  

 Thank you again, 

 Crisis Pregnancy Center 

 

(St. Timothyôs giving in 2009 was a total of 

$280.00.)   

Congratulations to Bev Blomquist! 

 Bev was named Teacher of the Week 

at Davidson Academy.  

Thank you to those crazy people who 

came out on a cold Saturday to pick up 

trash!  You are amazing! 

 

David Brau 

Steve Petersen 

Jeff King 

Fred See 

Karen See 

Pastor Groce 

Bill Hoffman 

Matt Steinhauer 

Baker Kirkpatrick 

Thank you to Elroy and Ginny Gauerke for the 

donation of the live Christmas tree on the altar 

in honor of their families! 

Thank you to the Council and congregation 

for the ñsurvivalò basket presented at the De-

cember Council meeting.  We will put the cou-

pons to good use and the info. books are a 

great help.  

 Your thoughtfulness and generosity are 

much appreciated! 

   Lewis & Amy Groce 

New member class 

January 10th-February 7th 

Meet in classroom #1 

Bluebirds 

Join us on Thursday, January 14th as we travel to Sherlockôs Books in 

Lebanon for a movie and lunch.  Meet in the lower parking lot at 

10:30 to carpool. Call Faye @ 851-8503 by 1-12 if you plan to attend! 



Lent already??? 

 Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, February 17th.   

Pastor Groce will be leading us in a Lenten study begin-

ning Wednesday, February 24th @ 6:00 pm.  The class 

will be studying óBook of Faith Lenten Journey: 40 Days 

with the Lordôs Prayerô.  This will be a daily home study, 

with weekly large group discussions.  Class will be held in 

the fellowship hall.   

 Pastor would like the entire congregation to partici-

pate.  If you canôt make the weekly Wednesdayôs discussion 

group you can still participate with the daily home study.   

 Please sign up on the kiosk.  It is very important that 

you sign up so the correct number of books can be  

ordered.  The cost is $10.00 payable to St. Timothyôs.  The 

books can be shared by spouses.   

 Lenten church services will be held this year beginning 

with Ash Wednesday and continue each Wednesday @ 

7:00 pm. 

 Please join in our Lenten journey!  All are welcome.  

Lenten  

Retreat! 

The Lenten 

journey calls us 

to slow down 

and ponder, like 

Mary, what  

Jesusô life 

means for us.  

We have the opportunity to hear 

Godôs word, to listen to Godôs 

still small voice, and then let that 

Word move us to action.  God has 

called each of us to engage our 

gifts for the sake of loving the 

world.  Come, take some time 

apart, and spend an afternoon 

with friends and Listening for the 

Heartbeat of God.  

 

This retreat will be based on the 

book ñListening for the Heartbeat 

of God; A Celtic Spiritualityô by 

J. Philip Newell. 

 
Saturday  

March 21st  

12:30 to 4:30  

 

The retreat will be held at Evon 

Flesberg retreat home.   

 

More information to follow.  

The retreat is open to the first 25 

and it is open to men & women.   

David Tap Update 

 

As you may know, David, Tabitha and Goaner moved to 

Minnesota in November.  They are doing fine.  They are 

settling in well, although of course they are very cold!!!!  

They moved into an apartment just a few weeks ago after 

staying with family/friends for awhile.   

Tabitha has had some major health problems-thankfully 

with their move to Minnesota she was able to get health  

insurance which covered her recent surgery and doctorsô  

visits.  She had several kidney stones, and had to have  

surgery to remove at least some of them.  They may have to 

go in and remove one more after the baby (a girl) is deliv-

eredï that should be mid-March sometime.  She is doing 

fine now and the pregnancy is going well. 

David is actively looking for work, but with no luck yet.  

Now is not a great time to look, so prayers for him to find 

something in January would be much appreciated! 

They would love to receive a note from their  

St. Timothy Family.   

David Tap 

1010 Ensley Ave. 

Apt. 74 

Northfield, MN 55057 

1-612-363-9673 



 

Congratulations, Thrivent Board!   

The newly elected leaders of our local North 

Central Tennessee chapter of Thrivent Financial 

for Lutherans are, from left: Rosalie Replogle 

(Trinity, Gallatin), Community Service Team 

Director; Karen See (St. Timothy, Henderson-

ville), Records Director; Jennifer Motz (St. 

Timothy), President; Sallylou Cloyd 

(Celebration, Mt. Juliet), Financial Director; and 

Richard Serbin (Faith, Lebanon), Congregational 

Service Team Director. Not pictured is Bill Bowman (St. Timothy), Vice President.  

Many thanks go to retiring board members, Baker Kirkpatrick (St. Timothy), President;  Randy 

Schewe (St. Timothy), Financial Director; David Cox (Trinity), Congregational Service Team Director; 

and Cindi Clemmer (St. Timothy), Vice President, for their 12 collective years of service. 

The new board, elected by local Thrivent members during November, will direct how ñseed moneyò 

returned to the chapter by the nationôs largest fraternal society will be used to help good causes within 

our Sumner and Wilson county communities during 2010. They will begin considering new funding 

requests at their first meeting Jan. 26 at 7 p.m. at Trinity, Gallatin. Visitors are welcome. 

The local chapter, one of almost 1,400 nationwide, includes 870 members and five Lutheran con-

gregations: the four represented on the board (for the second year in a row!) and Prince of Peace, White 

House. Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is a Fortune 500 not-for-profit financial services organization 

that helps its almost 2.6 million members across the U.S. live better lives and give back to their commu-

nities. To learn more about the it, see www.thrivent.com. 

Thanks to all who helped prepare the Sanctuary for Christmas.  It only took two 

hours and the results speak for their efforts! 

 

 Jane Steinhauer, Shirley Hall, Susie Honea, Bill Lude, Steve & Sue Petersen, 

 Mary Kennedy Svendsen and Katie, Mary Nicoll, Karen See, Cody Hunter, 

 Doug Hunter, Rosemary and Bill Hoffman, Taylor Groce, Bettie Lou Hale,  

 Rob Martinek and Brandt, Mary Martinek, Will and John Trantum and 

 Elroy and Ginny Gauerke. 

 

Special thanks to the ladies who hung the childrenôs Chrismons on the family tree 

in the Narthex: Alexis and Hannah Hunter and Hattie Martinek. 

 

Thank you to the Advent Candle servers and readers: 

 Evelyn & Don Drake, Joyce & Guy Clary, The Brau family, Ginny and Elroy 

Gauerke, The Motz family, The House family, The Bill Brugman family, The 

Fisher family, The Martinek family, The Ponce family, The Hansen family and the 

West family.   

 

Thank you also to Ginny for feeding us!  The soup hit the spot.  

http://www.thrivent.com

